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WISE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT FOR THE NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS
MAJOR CASE INVESTIGATIVE TEAM

COMMISSI COURT N REQUE ;

It is requested that the Commissioners Court review and approve the Memorandum of Agreement for the North
Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team (MCIT)

BACK ND

The County Sheriff’s Department is requesting the Commissioners Court to review the agreement referenced
above each Department’s participation in the MCIT. The MCIT is created so that subscribed law enforcement
agencies can join together in a multi-jurisdictional effort to concentrate investigative resources in the event of a
major crime, This initiative will be named the North Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team. The
purpose of the agreement is to provide the foundation for the organization, administration, and operation of the
North Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team, otherwise known as MCIT. It is intended that the MCIT
will improve the investigation and prosecution of major crimes in Wise County and surrounding areas,
Pursuant to Chapter 362 of the Texas Local Government Code, Wise County may enter into an agreement with
neighboring municipalities, joint airports, and contiguous counties for such purpose.

In the future, as each authorized law enforcement agency, via their respective governing bodies joins the MCIT,
their respective signaturc pages will be received and filed within the records of the Wise County Commissioners

Court,

The term of the Memorandum of Agreement becomes effective immediately upon execution by the parties
named therein and continues to remain in effect until terminate pursuant to section 23 in said Memorandum of

Agreement.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact to Wise County.

Funds estimated for certification: None.

N N D~
David Walker, Wise County Sheri
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NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS MAJOR CASE INVESTIGATIVE TEAM
emorandum of emen

Purpose:

The below subscribed law enforcement agencies have joined together in a multi-jurisdictional effort
to concentrate investigative resources in the event of a major crime. This initiative will be named
the North Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team. The purpose of this agreement Is to provide
the foundation for the organization, adminlstration, and operation of the North Central Texas Major
Case Investigative Team (MCIT).

Definltions:

The terms-listed in this section shall have the following meanings when used in this agreement:

.

*Participating Agency” means any law enforcement agency that Is a party to this agreement.

“Coordinating Agency” means the participating agency designated to maintain the
administrative and financial records related to the MCIT. Additionally, the Coordinating Agency
facllitates training and the acquisition of needed equipment for the MCIT.

“Chief Executive” means the highest ranking member of an agency particlpating in the MCIT,
This wpuid include the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney, Sheriffs of & County, the Chief
"of Police or Director of Public Safety of a municlpality, and the Major of Company B, Texas
Rangers.

“Member or Participant’ means any law enforcement officer or support person employed by a
participating agency and designated by the agency's Chlef Executive, or hls designee, to
participate in the MCIT.

“Requesting Agency” means a participating agency who requests the assistance of the MCIT in
responding to a serious incident In its Jurisdiction.

“Response Team” means the MCIT participants designated to respond to a MCIT activation.

“MCIT Coordinator” means the person appointed to carry out the MCIT Board’s directives
relating to the oversight, coordination, and support of MCIT operations. The MCIT Coardinator’s
duties are generally administrative in nature. The MCIT Coordinator may assume supervision of
operational duties as requested by the Board of Directors.

- "MCIT Incident Commander” means the person designated to manage the operational activities
of a MCIT activation, This person may be designated on a case-by-case basls.
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“Requesting Agency Lialson” means the person assigned to represent the requesting agency by
that agency’s Chief Executive, or his/her designee. This person will work closely with the MCIT
Coordinator and Incident Commander to ensure that the Requesting Agency s informed and
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involved in every aspect of the MCIT operation.

3. Authority:

The statutory authority for this mutual aid agraement is contained In Chapter 791 of the Texas
Government Code and Chapter 362 of the Texas Local Government Code. Nothing within this
agreement Is intended to change that authority.

4. Administration:

The North Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team will be administered by a Board of Directors
made up of the Chief Executives of agencles providing personnel to the MCIT. The Tarrant County
' Criminal District Attorney’s Office will act as the MCIT Coordinating Agency.

The makeup of the Board will be:

>

>

The Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney- Chief Executive of the Coordinating
Agency

The Sheriffs of Denton County, Ellis County, Johnson County, Parker County, Tarrant
County and Wise County

The Major of Company B, Texas Rangers

Tarrant County Police Chiefs from cities with population over 100,000 (2 members)
Tarrant County Police Chiefs from cities with population under 100,000 and over
20,000 (3 members) '

Tarrant County Police Chiefs from citles with population under 20,000 (3 members)

The Board of Directors will meet annually, or as required. Correspondence concerning the MCIT
should be addressed to:

North Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team
Tim Curry Criminal Justice Center

401 West Belknap Street

Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0201

Attn: Board of Directors

5. Primary Goal and Statement of Cooperation to be Rendered:

The primary goal and purpose of the MCIT Is to provide a pool of specially tralned investigators and
support staff that aliows for the concentration of investigative resources beyond the capabilities of
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any indlvidual agency. A large number of trained investigators focusing on a single investigation
allow participating agency administrators to organize rapid and more comprehensive responses to
events of great concern to local communities.

To provide for voluntary cooperation, each of the participating agencies hereby approves and enters
into this agreement wheraby each of the agencles may request and render law enforcement

- assistance to the MCIT participating agencles, In dealing with violatlons occurring In their

jurisdictions.

Each MCIT member agency agrees to dedicate at least one investigator for training, organizational
and preparedness meetings, and response to a call for assistance from MCIY staff.

Standard Operating Procedures:

The MCIT Coordinator shall be respansible for drafting and maintaining written Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP) governing important matters of the MCIT, to Include qualifications, activatlons,
protocols and notifications. The MCIT Board of Directors will be responsible for the adoption and
any revisions of the SOP.

Initlal Deployment:

The deployment of a response team will follow a request from a participating agency’s chief
executive, or a designated representative, made to the MCIT Coordinator or a member of the MCIT
Board of Directors. The requesting agency wlli designate an agency liaison to work with the MCIT
Incident Commander to oversee the Investigation. The requesting agency will remain actively
Involved in the Investigation working closely with the MCIT Coordinator and MCIT Incident
Commander through the Requesting Agency Liaison.

The partles to this agreement stipulate that in the event that a significant investlgative or
Jurisdictional dispute should arise, the issue will immedlately be forwarded to the MCIT Board of
Directors by the requesting agency chief executive or histher designee, if the issue ¢annot be
resolved immediately by the MCIT incident Commander and/or the MCIT Coordinator.

The MCIT Coordinator will be responsible for contacting the members of the response team and
giving them the initial deployment locatlon, after consultation with the designated MCIT incident
Commander and Requesting Agency Liaison. .

The parties to this agreement stipulate that they wiil aliow their MCIT participant to respond to the
MCIT deployment for a minimum of flve (S) working days or the conclusion of the deployment
whichever s less. Should the deployment require a commitment for longer than the five (5) working
days, the MCIT Coordinator shall make an extension request to the Board of Directors and the MCIT
Investigator's home agency will be notified of the extension.

WISE COUNTY JUDGE (FAX)S40 627 6926 P.004/011
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10,

11

12.

Withdrawal from Response:

The Chief Executive, or his/her designee, may discontinue the participation of his/her employee in
any activity Initlated pursuant to this agreement,

Equipment:

The parties to this agreement stipulate that they will provide a vehicle for their investigator(s) along
with their regular work and safety equipment assigned to them.

The agency requesting assistance from the MCIT shall provide a sultable place for the team to meet
and do their work. Telephone, computers, and network connections shall be made available to the
team.

All participating agencles agree that equipment purchased with funds made avallable for the specific
use of the MCIT shall be under the care, custody, and control of the MCIT CoardlInating Agency. If
and when the North Central Texas Major Case Investigative Team initlative is terminated,
equipment may be subject to equitable sharing to the participating agencles upon written request
and subsequent approval of the MCIT Board of Directors.

Qualification of Office and Oath:

The qualifications of office of participating agencles members shall constitute his or her
qualifications for offlce within the territorial limits of the requesting agency and no additional oath,
bond, or compensation shall be required.

Right to Reimbursement:

Each party to this agreement, when providing services of personnel as a responding member,
expressly walves the right to recelve reimbursement for services performed or equipment utilized
under this agreement even though a request for such reimbursement may be made pursuant to
Chapter 362 of the Texas Local Government Code.

Officer Benefits:

Any member of a participating agency assigned to the assistance of another participating agency
pursuant to this agreement shall recelve the same wage, salary, pension, and all other
compensation in all other rights of employment in providing such service, including injury, death
benefits and worker compensation benefits as well as any avallable insurance, indemnity or
litigation defense benefits, Said benefits shall be the same as though the member in question had
been rendering service within the territorial limits of the agency where he or she is regularly
employed. All wage and disability payments, including worker compensation benefits, pension

WISE COUNTY JUDGE (FAX)940 627 6926 P.005/011
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payments, damage to equipment, medical expenses, travel, food and lodging shall be pald by the
agency which regularly employs the member providing service pursuant to this agreement In the
: same manner as though such service had been rendered within the limits of the agency where such
! person ls regularly employed, Each responding participating agency shall remain responsible for the
; payment of salary and benefits as well as for legal defense of the responding agency’s personnel
i when acting pursuant to this agreement.

13. Uability:

in the event that any person performing law enforcement services pursuant to this agreement shall
be named or cited as a party to any civil claim or lawsuit arising from the performance of thelr
services, sald person shall be entitled to the same benefits from their regular employer as they
would be entitled to recelve If such similar action or clalm had arisen out of the performance of their
duties as a member of the agency where they are regularly employed and within the Jurisdiction of
the agency by whom they are regularly employed. The participating agencies hereby agree and
covenant that each agency shall remain solely responsible for the legal defense and any legal llability
due to the actlons of an officer or other personnel regularly employed by said agency. Nothing
herein shall be construed to expand or enlarge the legal liability of a participating agency for any
alleged acts or omissions of any employee beyond that which might exist in the absence of this
agreement. Nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver of any legal defense of any nature
whatsoever to any claim sgainst a participating agency or against an officer or employee of a
participating agency.

14. Walver of Claims:

Each party to this agreement and Its particlpating members respectively waives all claims against
each and every other party or member for compensation from any loss, damage, personal injury or
death occurring as a consequence of the performance of this agreement even though such alleged
damage may have or is alleged to have occurred as a result of alleged negligent or other tortuous
conduct of any party to this agreement.

15. immunity Not Walved:;

The parties hereto expressly do not waive any Immunity or other defenses to any civil claims with
the execution of this agreement. It is understood and agreed that, by executing this agreement, no
party or member hereto walves, nor shall be deemed hereby to walve, ahy immunity or defense
which otherwise is avallable in claims arising which are in connection with any activity conducted
pursuant to this agreement,
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16. Venue:

Each party to this agreement agrees that if legal action is brought under this 3greement, the venue
shall lie in the county in which the defendant member is located, and if located in more than one
county, then it shall lle in the county In which the principal offices of sald defendant member are
located. The Parties hereby stipulate and agree that this agreement Is to be construed and applied
under Texas law,

17. Arrest Authority Outside Primary Jurisdiction;

It is expressly agreed and understood that a law enforcement officer employed by a participating
agency who performs activities pursuant to this agreement may make arrests outside the
jurisdiction in which said officer Is regularly employed, but within the area covered by this
agreement; provided, however, that the law enforcement agency of the requesting jurisdiction
and/or the Jurisdiction in which the arrest is made shall be notified of such arrest without
unreasonable delay. The peace officers employed by the parties to this agreement shall have such
investigative or other law enforcement authority in the jurlsdictional area encompassed by the
participating agencies, collectively, to this agreement as is reasonable and proper to accomplish the
purposes for which a request for mutual aid asslstance is made pursuant to this agreement.

18. Clauses Severable:

The provislons of this agreement are to be deemed severable such that should any one or more of
the provisions or terms contained in this agreement be, for any reason, held to be invalid, lllegal,
void, or unenforceable; such holding shall not affect the validity of any other provision or term
herein and the agreement shall be construed as if such invalid, unenforceable, illegal or void
provision or term did not exist. '

19, Medla Releases:

The respohs!bilitv for media releases rests with the agency where the offense occurred. The
designated Public Information Officer by that jurisdiction shall work closely with the supervisors of
the MCIT and information will not be released to the med!a without the supervisors from the MCIT
approving the content in regards to its potential consequences on the successful outcome of the
case. Final authorlity for all media releases Is retained by the requesting agency’s chief executive.

20. Property and Evidence:

All property and evidence, including currency, seized in connection with state violations pursuant to
this agreement will be processed and maintained by the requesting agency or as otherwise agreed.
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21. Equitable Sharing:

Any property selzed as a direct or indirect result of a MCIT activation that Is considered contraband
subject to forfeiture proceedings pursuant to Chapter 59 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure
(CCP) will be handied In accordance with any prior Chapter 59 Forfeiture Agreements entered into
by the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney and each of the participating agencles. If no such
agreement exists, then the parties to this agreement agree to handle said property in accordance
with Chapter 59 of the CCP.

22. Procedures for Review and Revision of this Agreement:

Review of this agreement shall be made by the Board of Directors as required. The Board of
Directors shall meet annually, or as otherwise needed, to evaluate the results and merits of this
multi-jurisdictional effort. Any revisions or decisions regarding the operation of the MCIT shall be by
a majority of votes cast by the Board of Directors In attendance at the called meating.

23, Termination of Agreement:

Any party to this agreement may terminate its participation or rights and obligations as a party by
providing thirty (30) days written notice to the Board of Directors at the address listed In Section 4
of this agreement. Such termination or withdrawal shall have no effect upon the rights and
obligatlons of the remalning partles under this agreement,

24, Effectlve Date:

This agreement becomes effective immediately upon execution by the parties hereto and continues
to remaln in effect until terminated pursuant to Section 23 above. This agreement may be
duplicated for dissemination to all parties, and such duplicates shall be of the same force and effect
as the original.

28. Modiﬂcatlon:
This agreement may be amended or modifled by the mutual agreement of the parties hereto in
writing to be attached to and Incorporated into this agreement. This instrument contalns the

complete agreement of the parties hereto and any oral modifications, or written amendments not
incorporated to the agreement, shall be of no force or effect to alter any term or condition herein.

26. Execution of Agreement;

This agreement shall be executed by the duly authorized officlal of the respective parties pursuant
to approving resolutions of the governing body of the respective units of local government. Coples
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of sald approving resolutions shall be attached hereto and made a part hereof. This agreement may be executed in multiple
original copies by the respective Parties.

27. Compllance with Law:

The Parties shall observe and comply with all applicable Federal, State and Local laws, rules, ordinances and regulations that
affect the provision of services provided herein,

28. Coordinating Agency:

The parties hereby agree that the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney’s Office shall serve as the Coordinating Agency
of this agreement, The Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney’s Office shall maintaln on flle executed originals and any
future modifications to this agreement.

Executed in Wise County Commissioner’s Court this [22 ZZV of MO}I by:

WISE COUNTY, TEXAS

)
1

Bill McElhaney, Wise County Judge

APPROVAL OF MCIT MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT:

Wise County Sherlff’s Office

David Walker, Wise County Sheriff



